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" WASHINGTON, Dec. 5 — Many for-
mer American intelligence agents have
entered into profitable business .ar-
rangements based on the extraordinary
“secret access to fareign officials and to
sensitive information they gained in
Governmentservice, - - )

One former agent, for example, now
represents an American company inan
African country whose president he
nelped iastall in a covert operaticn
backed - by the Central Intelligencs

" Agency: Ancther- obtained a 330000
consulting contract Because of his close
‘relationship with the king of an Arab
‘country that stemmed from confidential
‘Government negotiations involving the
two. - s e
These and other .examples were

turned up through a review of records

and interviews with dozens of officials

and businessmen here and abroad.
Some American diplomats say the

former agents can be a hindrance to

American foreign policy, and business-

men who compete with the former

agents say they have an unfalr advan-
tage. LR LA

E’he activities of the former agents
have been placed in the spotlight by dis-

Jclosures that Edwin’® P. “Wilsonand

" Frank E. Terpil used their intelligence
connections in elaborate and, in some

‘cases, illegal forelgn. business deals.]
They have been indicted for illegally
shipping explosives to Libya for usa in
training terrorists. Both men are fugi.
tiveslivingabroad. -

. Differsot Kind ot Revolving Door.

" Intelligence officials and Government
prosecutors say they know of no other

former agents who have committed
such offenses. But for the first time, the
C.I.A. is addressing questions about
conflict of interest and revolving-door
employment in the intelligence busi-
ness, issues usually associated with offi-
cials who trade on their experience in
thie military or Government regulatory
agencies. o .
. The revolving

door for covert iﬁtelu-

gence agents is ditferent from the onef-

used by generalsand lawyers, many of-
ficials say, because’'the former agents
have had unusual and sometimes clan-
.destine relationships with foreign lead-
ers and access to sensitive intelligence
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nections with American Intelligence
~ agencies after they leave the Govern-
ment. o : N
Among the former agents who have
used their foreign contacts and exper-
tise for business purposes after leaving’

*the Government arathese:

i Lawrence Raymond Devlin, the for-
mer C.I.A. station chief in Zaire. He co--
vertly helped support President Mobutu
Sese Seko’s rise to power and then went

‘0 work in Zaire as the representative ol
an American metals company. ’

- .Raymond H. Close, the former C.I.A,
station chief in Saudi Arabia. After ofil-

Previous articles have reported
on Edwin P. Wilson’s recruitment of

b01R000700060067-5

pilots and mechanics from the
. United States and Britain to fly and -
. muaintain planes for the Libyan Air
- Force, his attempt to seil restricted -
Amagrican computer techrology to

After leaving the Gc;nmrnent in 1974

= o 1
}.ﬁr. Devlin became head of the Zgzjmgggz
ice of Leon Tempelsman & Son Inc., a
New York-based metals and precio’us

- the Soviet Union, his- amassing of a_
multimiilion-dollar business em-

* pire, his use of Arzny Special Forces
troops to train terrorists in Libya,

. evidence that investigators say.

" links him to the attempted murder

. of a Libyan student in Colorado and
charges that a company he con-
trolled bribed a Federal official..
.The House Select Committee on In-

“ telligence and the Justice Depart-

'~ ‘mentareinvestigating. .

- +cial retirerment in 1977, he went to work

:there, and his numerous business inter-

ests include partnerships with former

_Saudiofticlals. N '

* George C. Benson, the key defense in-

telligence attach® in Indonesia for nine

years and the American with the closest

- ties to the Indonesian generals who took

- power in a 1965 coup. He is the Washing-

~ ton representative for Indonesia’s state-
. owned oil company. —_—

Vernon A, Walters, the former Deputy

- Director of Central Intelligence, now the

.. Reagan Administration’s ambassador

* at large. He earned 3300,000 for consult-

i ing on a potential arms sale to Morocco

"before joining the Administration.
- Former and current State. Depart-
ment officials who said they were trou-

minerals company active in di
lta:nd mineral explora_tion in Zairgfn Yg'?lci
dl'am A. Ullman, a vice president of the
iamond ‘tompany, said the hiring of
Mr. Devlin, who had 110 experience in
-dgafyonds or metals, took into account
hlSGO excellent contacts® in Zatre, - .
verntent officials rovided
fu!ler picture of Mr. Devli:px)’s cmetgc’f;
they said that President Mobutu re.
garded Mr. Devlin, even lomg after ke
left the Government, as the rapresenta-
tive of the United States, This gave Mr,
Devlin better connections in Zaire than:
the United States ambassador there, the,

oﬂgcialssaid.

tephen B. Cohen, a i

§ecre3‘.ary of Siate in w%e&geﬁmf

Istration who visited Zaire in 1979 sald

State Department officials there *beo.)

lieved that Deviin functioned as the true

representative of the United States Gov..

er:;nem in President Mobutu’s eyes.”
r. Cohen added that it *was com.

.- | monly pelieyed by State Depart?nfe:g Io‘}.,

-1 ficialsin Zaire that Devlin had complete

access to classified Government files

bled by the forsign-policy implications|

longafter heleft the Government.’*

t. .

Mr, Stockwell said in his book that the.

C.LA. continued to use My, Devlin in

1975, gt;glr hedleft the agency. One Con-
ional aide said

smm S onal jud said that mgemm:

Impact on American Policy

1-of retired intelligence agents” continu-
[-ing to do business in foreign couritries

frequ’Wlm a3 an exam-
iple. I PR

information. Intelligonce AN OVeH
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Former and current Stat Departx
mentofficials said Mr. Devtl?n'es extraor-
dinary access caused intelligence offi-

Zair 3 regard him as more im-




